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The Gamlingay Show 2011
On 17th September

To be held at Gamlingay Village College

Here’s your final reminder for this year’s show!
Please drop your entry forms for the competition classes into the 
First School, Village College or Londis Stores by 4pm on Friday 16th 
September.
Bring along your competition entries and pay your entry fees between 
8.30am and 10.30am on Saturday morning. Pre-registered entries 
remain at 30p but entry forms handed in on Show Day will cost 50p 
per entry.
Judging begins at 10.30am so no entries after that time.
The show starts at 1pm and entries can be collected from the hall after 
5pm.
We’ve some great arena events planned beginning with the 
2484(Bassingbourn) Squadron Air cadets Band followed by 
performances from local Dance Schools, a Magic Show and ending 
with an exciting display from our very own Fire Brigade. There will 
be lots of sideshows and stalls for you to visit including the very 
popular static display from the Raptor Foundation, a funfair, classic 
cars and tractors alongside our local clubs, societies and organisations 
displaying their skills and talents. 
There will be a wide variety of food and drink to sample 
in our Food Court ranging from Mediterranean to Indian, 
a barbeque and good old fish and chips and ice-cream! The 
social committee from St. Mary’s Church will be running 
the Tea-room and bringing along more of their yummy cakes and we 
are delighted to announce that The Wheatsheaf will be hosting a Mini 
- Real Ale Festival on site so hopefully all tastes will be catered for! 
There’s still time to return your raffle ticket stubs (and money) sent out 
in the July/August Gazette or bring them along to the show.

Please come along and support our great annual village event.
If you can help before, during or after the show, please contact the 

committee on 07519921126 – we really do need your help!

Dear Readers,
Please help me to find my home. 
I got lost in Gamlingay cemetery 
and could not find my owner. 
Fortunately, a nice person found 
me and brought me here to the 
Gamlingay Parish Council office/
Library. I am currently reading 
my way through all the books 
here but I have almost finished 
them all! Please, if my owners 
are reading this - can you come 
and collect me?
I have missed you very much and 
would really like to come home!
If you are my owner please come 
and collect me from:
The Gamlingay Parish Council 
office/Library (opposite the 
pharmacy on Church Street). 
Open Monday Wednesday and 
Friday (9am-3pm). 

You can also get in contact with 
me by:
 - Phone - 01767 650310   
- E-mail - gamlingaypc@lineone.
net

Ladies watch found near Post Office, on Tuesday 14th June. Contact Britt Stafford 
652 073 (answerphone)



continued from page 1

The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer, as Louise Hickson no longer has sufficient 
spare time to continue.

If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for 
further details. Thank you

Gamlingay Social Club – Waresley Road
New Memberships available 

Membership to end of year £10 including £5 of FREE drinks vouchers
Come and enjoy the entertainment and the facilities that the club has to 
offer :-
Music nights, snooker, darts, quiz nights etc

Help me run the Royal Parks Half Marathon for 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) – Sunday 9th 

October, 2011
It is nearly 20 years ago when I set out to the Gambia as a volunteer to train 
secondary science teachers at the Brikama Teacher Training College.  I had been 
teaching at an inner-city secondary school in London, so it was a shock to see the 
conditions my colleagues in the Gambia had to contend with. Classes often had 
near to 100 pupils and there was very rarely equipment to demonstrate science, 
never mind run group experiments. It meant we had to be resourceful and look 
to the environment around us. Many lessons for my trainee teachers took place 
around the school vegetable garden, which provided a basis for much practical 
work. My residing memory of my students was their willingness to learn and their 
thirst for knowledge. With the help of VSO, all my students successfully completed 
their Higher Teaching Certificates and were sent to schools around the country to 
educate and inspire the next generation of children.

The Gambia is the smallest country in Africa; it is also one of the poorest countries 
in the world, where over three quarters of the population are subsistence farmers. 
This is why I have decided to run the Royal Parks Half Marathon to raise funds for 
VSO. Every penny I raise will help VSO volunteers to positively change the lives of 
many poor and disadvantaged people around the world.

This is just one project. VSO supports thousands of projects across the globe but, 
of course, that requires resources. So please dig deep and help me to beat my 
VSO fundraising target of £450 so that many people, like the students at Brikama 
College, can achieve their dreams and make a difference. Donate online at:  http://
www.justgiving.com/Sarah-Sanders

Following on from the success of our first service in May, we are holding another 
one this month.

The main part of the service will be singing of worship songs to the accompaniment 
of singers and a band. There will also be prayers, a reading and a short talk. So if this 
kind of Christian worship appeals to you, or you are just inquisitive, then do join us. 

If you came last time, please come again and bring your friends. If you didn’t come 
last time then why not give it a try?

Details of our next service: 
Sunday 11th September St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay

Sunday @ 7pm
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

For service details 
please see Church 

noticeboard.

from the church tower

(parchutes provided)

Teddy Bears Picnic
bring your own

St Mary’s Church, 
Gamlingay

Saturday 10th September
2pm to 5pm

Photographs
Teddy Bear First Aid

Stalls
Tea/coffee/soft drinks

Teddy Bears to view in Church

Gerry:
01767 650 693

£3
 per jump



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services

Every Sunday morning 10:45am
(with Sunday club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

All age Family service 10.45 last 
Sunday of each month (25th Sept)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

Weekday Meetings

House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

‘Women in Partnership’
13th September  - afternoon Tea Outing

‘High Five’ – Messy Church for chil-
dren (5 to 9 years)
Last Saturday of each month (24th 
September) at 2:00pm until 4:00pm in 
our Large Hall (former British School)
(contact above for details)

The Alpha course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those 
who want to find out more about 
Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 17th September 2011 at 
8:00am.

Dear Friends,

Did you hear about the family who invited their local vicar to dinner? Everyone 
was on their best behaviour and to make a good impression, the lady of the house 
asked her six year old daughter to say grace at the beginning of the meal. While 
everyone’s head was bowed, she asked, ‘Mum, what do I say?’ Her mother replied, 
‘Just say what you’ve heard me say’ and was then horrified to hear her daughter 
pray, ‘Dear God, why on earth did I ask the vicar? Why can’t I learn to keep my 
mouth shut? Amen…’

Offering a welcome can sometimes be daunting, but it’s at the centre of the 
Christian message. Jesus Himself said, ‘whoever comes to me, I will never drive 
away’ (John 6:37) – through Jesus, the all-holy, absolutely perfect God, receives 
imperfect human beings. Through His death on the cross and His resurrection, 
Jesus makes it possible for God to welcome us, whoever we may be, whatever we 
may have done. He invites us to come just as we are, however ‘together’ or however 
‘messy’ our lives may be, so He receives us as we are. He simply invites us to come, 
to turn to Him and put our trust, our faith, in Him.  

On Sunday 25th September, Gamlingay Baptist Church is taking part in a national 
event: ‘The Big Welcome’, where churches open their doors and offer a special 
welcome. Because our God welcomes everyone with open arms, just as we are, so 
we His people want to do the same. ‘The Big Welcome’ is an opportunity to come 
and hear about the God who loves us, who knows us through and through and wants 
us to come and know Him each for ourselves.

Why not come and test out the welcome for yourselves?

Very Best Wishes,

James

Coffee Morning

Thursday 15th September (in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)
Sinai Orphanage takes in street children and aims to give them an 
education and a good start in life. 

10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?
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Brandon Booth, Scout Leader, Gamlingay 
and Gransden Scouts 

“I wasn’t involved in Scouting until someone 
asked me and I jumped at the chance. 

Adventure isn’t just for young people or those 
of us already wearing neckerchiefs; it’s for 
everyone. There’s lots of talent among our 

800,000 parents. Let’s bring some of that into 
Scouting. Just ask - that’s all it takes.”   Bear 

Grylls, Chief Scout

 By September I will have completed 
my initial training and will be able to 
run sessions, so that Paul Beavis and 
Phil Wood can take a well earned rest 
from Thursday Scouts.  
 As a consequence we need either As-
sistant Leaders, Section Assistants, 
or Occasional Helpers in order to run 
the Thursday sessions in the Autumn.  
Without a second adult the session won’t 
be able to be run.  
 Paul has agreed to help us with camps 
and occasional sessions, but will not be 
able to assist us on a regular basis as he 
has done up to now.  
 A brief description of the roles is 
outlined below and more information on 
adults in scouting can be found on the 
scout’s website, www.scouts.org.uk, or 
type “scouts” into a search engine, and 
follow the link “want to volunteer for 
scouting”.
 If you have any questions regarding 
what’s involved or want to know more 
without any commitment, please contact 
me by email, phone, or after a meeting.

 Some questions I asked before I 
volunteered were:
Q: How much is the uniform ? A : It’s paid 
for by the Scout group
Q: Am I insured if something goes wrong? 
A: You are insured by the Scouts and 
they give you training so things don’t go 
wrong.
Q: Do I need first aid skills? A; No but it’s 
a good life skill to have and training can 
be given.
Q: What’s the pay like? A : In monetary 
terms nil, but in other ways very 
rewarding.
Q: I’m busy, how much time will it take? 
A: Minimum 2 hours a week, or as much 
as you want/can put into it. 
Thanks for your support,

History Society
In 1992, Nick Bruce and the late Gwen 
Sharp called a meeting at the Village 
College, to see if there was sufficient 
local interest to set up a history society 
in the village. Twenty years later, 
Gamlingay and District History Society 
continues to meet regularly throughout 
the year, with organised talks, visits to 
places of historical interest, as well as 
the odd trip to the pub!

The History Society year begins in 
September, with the first of ten monthly 
meetings through to the following June, 
when there is a two month summer 
recess. These meetings are held in the 
Village College at 7.30pm on the second 
Monday of every month, and usually 
feature a guest speaker, who gives a talk 
on local history, or any aspect of general 
history.

We begin this year on September 12th, 
when Jim Empson will tell us from 
first hand experience what it was like 
to live in Gamlingay between 1932 and 
1960. This of course includes the WW2 
period, when life in Gamlingay was very 
different to the present day.

On October 10th we have guest speaker 
David Austin, who will give a talk on the 
history of submarines.

We return to a local theme on November 
14th, when Jim Brown, author of 
‘Gamlingay’, and the recently published 
‘Villagers’ will address our meeting. Jim 
probably knows more about the history 
of Gamlingay than anyone, so this will 
be a chance to meet the author and ask 
any questions you may have about his 
books, or the history of our village.

On December 12th, we have a social 
evening with a Christmas theme, which 
will feature a display showing some 
of the Societies archive relating to the 
history of the area.

 January 9th sees a talk on the Payne 
family of Tempsford Hall and St Kitts, 
and on February 13th Jane Croot will 
speak on researching family history. On 
March 12th we learn what has happened 
during that month over the years from 
Jackie Painter, and on April 9th Liz Carter 
will speak on the Womans Suffrage 
movement of the early twentieth century. 
May 14th sees Mike Petty’s talk on 
Sherlock Holmes in Cambridge, and on 
June 11th we have a brief AGM, followed 
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary 

service organisation in the world.

REAL RESCUES
Real Rescues is a programme shown on weekday 
mornings by BBC1, and as the title suggests 
shows the three emergency services attending 
serious accidents, some of which are life 
threatening.  At the end of a recent programme, 
one of the presenters, Nick Knowles, was shown with a paramedic holding a 
Message in a Bottle, bottle.  The paramedic said they were provided by Lions 
and available free in libraries and medical centres.   Nick Knowles then went 
on to say that as well as having one at home, some people carried them in 
the glove compartment of their car.  He stressed that if you do so, don’t fill 
in your address on the form inside in case your car is broken into or stolen 
– sound advice.  You will remember that it was Biggleswade Sandy Lions 
who introduced the bottles to Bedfordshire.

Do you have a hidden medical condition such as angina, diabetes or 
haemophilia, or are you on a maintenance drug therapy or perhaps you  have 

an implant?  The completed form inside the 
bottle will enable the paramedics to give you the 
correct treatment when called in an emergency, 
particularly if you are unable to speak for 
yourself – in fact, it can be life saving.  If your 
surgery does not have a bottle for you,  contact 
Biggleswade Sandy Lions and not only will we 
give you a bottle, but also we will give your 
surgery a supply.

Another option is MedicAlert.  As a member 
you wear a bracelet or necklet engraved with your membership number, your 
main medical condition and a 24 hour emergency telephone number.  By 
using this number paramedics can access further medical and professional 
information to ensure you are given the correct treatment.  
You can contact them on 0800 581 240 or go to www.medicalert.org.uk

On request they will send you an information pack.

You can contact Biggleswade Sandy Lions on: 0845 833 9749 or go to: 
www.biggeswadesandylions.org.uk.

by a social evening.  

New for 2011-2012 is our website, www.
gamlingay-history.org.uk . In addition to 
this, the Society has a growing archive 
of documents and photographs that 
relate to our local history, and some of 
these will be on display at the Village 
Show on September 17th. This will be an 
excellent chance to pick up a free copy 

of our programme, meet existing Society 
members, and since you’ve stayed with 
this article so far, to maybe join the 
Society! Membership for the year is best 
taken in September, and is just £15. This 
gets you free access to all meetings. You 
can of course attend any meeting as a 
visitor for only £3. Look out for us at the 
Village Show, or simply attend one of 
our meetings on the second Monday of 
the month. See you at the show!



Care Network’s 
Welcome Home from 

Hospital 
Being discharged from hospital can be 
a difficult time for some people.   After 
having 24 hour care and all your meals 
provided it may be a shock going back 
to what could be a cold house with no 
food in the fridge.  People who have been 
admitted in an emergency will often find 
the house just as they left it weeks ago, 
with food left out and washing up in the 
sink.
Welcome Home from Hospital (WHfH) 
has been set up to help people who find 
themselves in this situation without 
friends or family to pop in to see if they 
are ok.  Welcome Home is part of Care 
Network Cambridgeshire (a registered 
charity) and provides CRB checked 
and trained volunteers to help patients 
discharged from hospital who need short 
term practical and emotional support to 

settle back home.  This is a free service 
where volunteers help people being 
discharged from hospital in a variety 
of ways, by shopping, light housework,  
calling in to check that they are OK or 
maybe helping to relieve isolation by 
sitting and having a chat.  
WHfH covers the whole of 
Cambridgeshire and we need volunteers 
in all areas, but particularly those 
who live in (or are willing to travel to) 
Cambridge City, Cambourne, Sawston, 
and surrounding areas. Huntingdon, 
St Neots and surrounding villages, 
Kimbolton, March and Wisbech.  
If you would like to volunteer or refer 
someone to the service, please call: 
01223 714433 – for South Cambs and 
Cambridge City
01354 694413 – for Hunts and Fens.



WANTED – DOG LOVER FOR 
PART TIME SHARE

We are a busy family who would 
love to find an ‘auntie’ or ‘uncle’ to 
share our friendly, active little dog 
on a part time basis.  Would be ideal 
for someone who does not want 
the cost and commitment of having 
a dog full time but could offer a 
home for part of the time and who 
would love to have a very willing 
companion for walks and outings!  

We need someone who is kind, 
loving and experienced with dogs.  
All food and bedding provided, so 
no costs to cover.

Please call 07967 648934

The Book People:
a warning
by Mary Watkin

My mother who was largely housebound 
in the last years of her life became an 
ardent postal shopper. She was able to 
buy magazines, books,  mobility aids 
- just about anything she needed could 
now be delivered  conveniently to her 
door.
 When she died last September, it fell 

to me to respond to all the catalogues 
and charities who had kept her up to 
date with their latest  products and 
offerings and let them know that she had 
died and please,  could they now take 
her off their mailing list. Where there 
was a  telephone number, I did this by 
phone: where there was a FREEPOST  
envelope, I used that, otherwise I wrote 

to them. My mother had been a  very 
keen shopper and had kept her mind very 
much alive with all these  purchases and 
so it was really an arduous task.

I first contacted the Book People by 
phone soon after she died and I  was 
told she would be taken off their list. 
Several months later my  poor dead 
mother was still receiving endless shiny 
catalogues and so I  phoned them again. 
I was assured that note had been taken 
of her death  and action had been taken 
following the first call. By May, eight  
months after her death, I wrote to them, 
titling the missive “Letter  of Complaint” 
and asked them to take my mother off 
their mailing list.  By this time I was 
feeling quite frustrated, I asked them 
not to reply  as I did not want my name 
and address on their defective systems. 
When two weeks later a further three 
catalogues had arrived I sent them 
a  copy of the letter again, scribbling 
a note at the bottom - please  take my 
mother off your mailing list she is dead. 
My mother, still dead and certainly not 
shopping, received yet another catalogue 
this week from the Book People (middle 
of June). Clearly death does not stop the 
catalogues arriving, nor any reasonable  
consideration for the family left behind 
dealing with the leftover  activities of 
their deceased relatives. 

Take my advice - no bargain, no matter 
how good, is worth the  harassment of 
never being free of the red shiny Book 
People catalogues, which cannot be 
stopped by death or begging. No other  
company required a second request and 
there were very many companies  and 
charities. The Book People clearly don’t 
care one jot about their  customers. 
Don’t buy books from them - Just Say 
NO. 



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

This month’s meeting was hosted by the 
Chair, so it is just as well that we were a 
more ‘select’ group this time, otherwise 
we’d have got very cosy indeed!

1. Introductions
No introductions this month as we all 
knew each other.

2. Review of Targets
Some of us set ourselves extra tasks to 
serve as added motivation.  The objectives 
are getting more and more challenging 
– and we’re achieving them!

The Chair’s four novels are now live on 
Kindle and selling steadily – search for 
‘Tracey Dawson’ on Amazon!

3. Competition News
One member is hoping to enter the 
‘Bedtime Story’ competition, and another 
is still waiting to hear whether he’s won 
anything in a competition which he 
entered.  

Our competition in conjunction 
with Letchworth Writers’ Group 
is now formally open.  

4. Other News
Booklet Project – we are producing a 
booklet of our work, with the deadline 
for submissions being imminent.

Speaker – The Chair has made a tentative 
booking with Christine Adams for the 
third Tuesday in September, and is in 
the process of getting this confirmed.

Writers’ Retreat – this is going ahead 
in August.  It might be just the thing to 
kick-start our creativity!

5. Discussion of Work
This month, the stories had to include 
five items – some people chose their own 
items from those available, and others 
went with the ‘group’ items.  There was 
such a variety of work, and some very 
interesting uses of the given objects or 
characters.  A special mention for ‘The 

Bugle and the Cross’ – a very intriguing 
and accomplished piece of writing.

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 2nd August 2011 is ‘animals’ 
– sometimes a more open topic seems to 
be harder than a tighter one, so let’s see 
what we can all make of it.

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems are fine too, 
or scripts, or any other literary form.

7. Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 01767 654830 
for details, or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.



AccessArt Drawing Workshops for Children aged 
6 to 10

Following the successful series of Drawing Adventure workshops at Burwash earlier 
this year, AccessArt is pleased to confirm a regular Tuesday after school drawing 
class for children aged 6 to 10 in the Village Hall in Grantchester. The sessions will 
explore all aspects of drawing - the sessions have been designed to widen experience 
of a variety of drawing techniques, materials and approaches - and most of all make 
drawing fun! Workshops are led by fully CRB checked artist/educators. 
 
Workshop dates below. Children are welcome to attend as many or as few sessions 
as they like, but please do book/phone in advance: 01223 262134.  
 
AccessArt Drawing Workshop for Children aged 6 to 10 - Workshop Dates 
£8 per session, including all materials 
16:45-17:45 
Grantchester Village Hall, The High Street, Grantchester, Cambridge 
Tuesdays: 20th September to 18th October 
Tuesdays: 1st November to 6th December 
Please book on 01223 262134 
 
We will be confirming the time and place of sessions for older children and adults 
very shortly. 
 
Please note AccessArt documents its workshops and shares the outcomes via 
our well-respected website www.accessart.org.uk, which is used by teachers and 
individuals across the UK. 
 
*Age range appropriate - if you have a child younger or older and you think they 
would enjoy the sessions we’re very flexible. 

Great Gransden
Staff Vacancy

Are you looking for some part-time 
work each week and/or in the school 

holidays?
Are you enthusiastic and enjoy spending time with 
children?

If so, we are looking to recruit an additional 
member of staff for our thriving After School 
Club for up to 2 days a week between 3pm and 

6pm during term time.
In addition we would require part-time cover 

during our school holiday opening times.

We offer competitive rates of pay and ideally 
you will have either obtained NVQ level 2 or 3 

or be working towards them.

If you are interested and would like to hear 
more, please contact us on 07764 576 522 or 

email: enquiries@barneysclub.org



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

can provide a list of members online or 
by calling 0207 0901082. Membership is 
not compulsory, but you will need to use 
a member if you plan to use the Feed-in 
Tariff scheme (a government-backed 
initiative paying you for the electricity 
you generate). 

Obtain three quotes to ensure the price 
and projected savings are competitive 
and realistic. Arrange a technical 
survey, rather than a sales visit, so the 
quote is accurate, and ensure all quotes 
are in writing, detailing what’s included. 
Once you’ve chosen your installer read 
the contract carefully and ensure their 
claims about savings and maintenance 
costs are included before signing so that 
you have evidence of what you were 
told. 

Remember! If you sign an agreement 
at home for solar energy, you should 
be given 7 days to cancel. If you need 
advice on this, ring Consumer Direct on 
0845 4040506. 

Trading Standards – a spotlight on 
energy 

We all want to do our bit to save 
energy around the home - to be 
‘green’ and to save money. However, 
at Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Trading Standards Service we have seen 
an increase in queries from residents 
about ‘cold callers’ selling energy saving 
schemes, particularly loft insulation and 
solar energy, so below we offer some 
advice to help you. 

Solar Energy
Before you start it’s worth taking a 
look at the information provided by 
the Energy Saving Trust on www.
energysavingtrust.org.uk or speaking to 
an advisor on 0800 512012.

For supplier/installer information, the 
Microgeneration Certification Scheme 



continued from page 12 amount of energy you use in your home 
by offering a home visit, or you can get 
tips by calling the Energy Saving Trust.

Support if you are struggling to pay 
your energy bills
If you are struggling to keep on top of 
energy bills, seek help from your local 
Citizens Advice Bureau, either in person 
or on the phone on 08444 111 444.

Finally, if you feel that you have been 
mis-sold any product or service – energy 
or otherwise - or have any other kind 
of consumer issue, contact our partner 
Consumer Direct for advice. 

Loft and cavity insulation
When it comes to insulation, the Energy 
Saving Trust can provide information on 
grants and offers that can help you cover 
the cost of it. They can also provide a 
list of installers. It is advisable to use 
a member of the National Insulation 
Association, the Cavity Insulation 
Guarantee Agency or the British Board 
of Agreement, ideally who has signed 
up to a professional code of practice and 
provides a 25 year guarantee. 

Reducing your energy bills
Start by checking with your current gas 
and electricity supplier that you are on 
their best rate. Then compare the prices 
of other suppliers in case you can get it 
cheaper – switching supplier could save 
you around £237 a year if you haven’t 
changed before. You can compare prices 
on Consumer Focus’s weekly pricing 
factsheets at www.consumerfocus.org.
uk or by contacting Consumer Direct 
on 0845 4040506 for a paper copy. 
Also, most suppliers offer cheaper 
tariffs for ‘vulnerable’ customers, so it 
is worth enquiring about these ‘social 
tariffs’ if you are over 60, are on means 
tested benefits or are on low income. In 
addition, your District Council could 
offer you advice on how to reduce the 

World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning is 21 and 
you’re all invited 

Macmillan Cancer Support’s flagship 
event, World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 
has reached its 21st year and we are 
asking you to join us and help those 
affected by Cancer by hosting your very 
own celebratory Coffee Morning. 

WBCM is the UK’s third biggest 
one day fundraiser.  Last year 751 
people hosted a coffee morning in 

Cambridgeshire raising more than 
£130,000.  Together 43,000 people 
registered to hold a coffee morning 
across the UK, raising over £8million.  

This year the event takes place on 
Friday 30th September and we’re aiming 
to celebrate in style and hope you can 
join us. There are 2 million people 
living with cancer in the UK, so we 
need to raise even more money to pay 
for our vital cancer support services. 
Taking part in Worlds Biggest Coffee 
Morning is really simple – choose a 
date that suits you, choose your event 
and send out invitations to raise the 
vital money to support people affected 
by cancer. More importantly WBCM is 
a chance to get friends and colleagues 
together to have fun.
Whether it’s a traditional coffee 
morning at home, work or school, or 
something different altogether – a 
garden party, pub quiz, or karaoke night 
- the main thing is getting together with 
friends and knowing that your collective 
efforts are making a huge difference to 
people affected by cancer.  
Register at www.coffee.macmillan.
org.uk or for more information contact 
Michelle Pullen, Fundraising Manager 
on 01480 408982/ mpullen@macmillan.
org.uk



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Gamlingay Parish Council meetings June and July
•	 Community buildings

G & S Hutchinson’s have been issued with a letter of intent for the Eco Hub build and have started preliminary works.
The WI hall heating will be replaced and work will be done in August. 

•	 The reinstatement of the first football pitch is in the process of being scheduled (this was dug up to allow the installation of the pipes for 
the ground source heat pump).

•	 Green Acres open spaces
It was confirmed that the landowners (Wrights) have now cut the grass. The parish council has now signed the lease for 10 years on 
Merton field to allow this to remain as a public amenity.  The grass will be cut shortly and the parish council would like to appeal to all 
dog walkers to clear up after their pets as this area is also well used by children as a natural play area.  Please place all dog waste in 
the bin at the entry to the field.

•	 St Mary’s Church- The faculty has been awarded for the works to the paths and wall and the council is now looking at quotes for these 
works. 

•	 The fire station is in danger of closure due to cuts - the council will campaign to stop this from happening.
•	 Gamlingay Village College - the school will federate with Stratton Upper School. The MUGA is now going ahead as the money has 

been released by SCDC and should be installed autumn 2011.
•	 New benches will shortly be installed in the cemetery (donated) and at Chapel Field on the central open space.
•	  Cinques Road has now been resurfaced.  Some complaints have been passed on to County Council about the quality of the works.

Dear Hatley residents,

Cambridgeshire County Council has 
recently revised its speed limit policy, 
giving communities the ability to 
decide on the setting of speed limits 
in their settlements, provided they are 
willing to cover the costs involved.  
The new policy can be seen in full on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/3ym7ahk

Hatley Parish Council considered 
this at its last meeting and resolved to 
gauge public support for a proposal to 
reduce the speed limit through Hatley 
to 30mph.  In order for this to be put 
into effect the following would have to 
take place:-

1. The Local Community 
would have to agree to fund 
any change in speed limit.  
Costs would include signage 

(indicative cost £160 per sign), 
a contribution towards the cost 
of advertising the draft speed 
limit order in the local press 
and a speed survey if required.  
These costs would be met by 
the precept – raised by Council 
Tax.

2.  Further consultation with the 
community and other interest 
groups such as the emergency 
services.

If you would like to comment, please do 
so by letter or email to the Parish Clerk 
by the end of September 2011. Contact 
details above.

Thank you.
Yours sincerely,

M Astor
Chairman – Hatley Parish Council

Hatley Parish Council
Clerk to the council: Leanne Bacon, 55 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3LG

Tel – 01767 650379 Email – parish-clerk@hatley.info 

“Your Community – Your Speed Limit” – Your Views ?

Textile and shoe recycling  
Nationally, consumption of new textiles 
and shoes has risen substantially 
in recent years. Around half of the 
textiles and shoes purchased in the UK, 
amounting to over 2 million tonnes in 
2009, is disposed of despite being either 
reusable or recyclable. 

Residents living in Gamlingay can 
use the local recycling bank at the 
Community Centre to conveniently 
recycle a wide range of items such as: 
clean and dry clothing, shoes, bags, 
belts, towels, blankets, duvet covers, 
pillows, sheets, curtains, fabric.

Unwanted clothing and shoes are often 
perfectly wearable and can be used 
again, providing affordable and much 
needed clothing for others.  
Items which are not reusable such as 
fabric and worn out clothes can still be 
placed in the bank for recycling, just 
make sure they’re clean and dry.  Cotton 
can be turned into rags for wiping and 
polishing. Car insulation and stuffing 
can be made from knits and woollen 
materials. Other materials find their 
use in a variety of other ways, such 
as building materials, reprocessed 
upholstery fibres, and home insulation.

For more recycling information please 
visit www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling or 
email bluebin@scambs.gov.uk



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning
Thursday October 6 at 10.30
At Joan  and Robert Brown
7 Fairfield
Gamlingay

If you need a lift, 
please contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Next Meeting – 

GEAG will meet next on the 
21st September at 20:00 to 
21:30 in the Old Methodist 
Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay 
(in the grounds of the First 
School). Speaker to be 
announced.
Admission Free - All Welcome  

The Carbon

TSAR
Climate Modellers Wanted - No 
Qualifications or Experience Needed

Have you ever dreamed of running 
sophisticated computer models simulating 
future climate? Well now’s your chance. 
Climateprediction.net is a system that 
uses spare time on computers connected 
to the internet to run sophisticated 
climate simulations that ordinarily require 
scarce time on supercomputers. The 
idea is that the combined spare capacity 
of many ordinary machines around the 
world represents some serious computer 
firepower. The scheme is hosted at the 
University of Berkley with computer ‘time’ 
being given to research institutes around 
the world. Once installed you can ignore 
it. It is running on my machine as I type. 
You can also look at what your machine 
has been contributing to. Mine’s running a 
‘tweaked’ variant of a Met Office climate 
model. I’ll report on how it has worked out 
in a later Gazette. Full details are on www.
climateprediction.net

Gamlingay Village Show

GEAG will have a stand at 
the village show on the 17th 

September. Please come 
along if you want to learn 
more about our activities.

Contact GEAG
For more information, contact 

the GEAG co-ordinator 
Brycchan Carey

18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

by Mike Brettle
 Gamlingay Village Show
We will be having a stand at the 
Gamlingay Village Show on the 17th 
September. This will mark the end of 
one year of public consultation on our 
plans. We will be happy to answer any 
questions anyone might have. It will be 
a good opportunity for the more detailed 
discussions that are not practical 
through exchanges of letters or e-mails.

Please come along, you will be very 
welcome.

A correction
In the June issue of The Gazette our 
piece included an unattributed report 
on the visit to Swaffham wind turbine 
we had arranged. This was included in 
our section due to some confusion. It 

had in fact been submitted as a letter by 
Peter Condon who is unconnected to the 
project. 
As always we welcome your comments 
and questions.
info@gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk
www.gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk



Teddy Bear 
Celebrations.

In addition to the  advertised poster 
there will be a display of Teddy Bears 
inside St Mary’s Church, on  Saturday 10 
September.  
If you wish to exhibit your bear please 
bring it to the church between 11-12.

 White Elephant Stall
Anne Clarke will be pleased to  receive 
any items at,
 29 Murfit Way Gamlingay. Contact 
01767 651932

Gamlingay young Players will also be 
performing.

Come one and all to join in the fun.

Contact Gerry Brunt 01767 650693

Concert at St. Mary’s 

On Sunday 10th July after the Choral 
Evensong Service the Benefice Choir 
came together to put on a small and 
very informal concert.

The performances were fantastic and 
fun – there was a real mix of repertoire 
from religious songs to musical theatre 
favourites. It was a wonderful display 
of the simple ‘joy’ of singing. Bringing 
together a group of people from all ages 
and backgrounds, united in having fun 
and enjoying themselves.

As a member of the community who 
would consider themselves not a 
‘regular’ attendee at church. I was made 
to feel extremely welcome as were my 
young children and they thoroughly 
enjoyed the music, being part of the 
audience – and of course the biscuits!

It would be wonderful if this became a 
regular event and I would recommend 
the evening to anyone who would just 
like to go and be entertained. It is not 
often you have a concert on your door 
step that doesn’t cost anything, that 
is child friendly, informal and that 
celebrates the musical talent we have 
amongst our community.



The ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’ is 
proving to be a valuable service 
in the village.  Although we do 
not offer transport outside of 
Gamlingay, we have been happy 
to give several people lifts to the 
Doctors’ Surgery.  We have helped 
with a variety of small practical 
tasks and have even provided a 
couple of wheelchair-pushers to 
accompany the residents of Blythe 
Way on their outings.  However, it 
seems the biggest need is for the 
alleviation of the loneliness and 
boredom experienced by elderly, 
housebound folk who would simply 
like to be able to look forward 
to a friend popping in for a cup 
of tea and a chat now and again.  
Our current volunteers are doing 
a wonderful job but we could 
really do with a few more.  Is this 
something with which YOU could 
help?  If so, then please get in 
touch with one of our Scheme Co-
ordinators: Brenda Elcome 01767 
650489 or Chris Martin 01767 
652832

MORE VOLUNTEERS 
REQUIRED!     

St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour 
Scheme

Ragbag

Gamlingay First School Association would like to say 
a huge THANK-YOU to everyone who donated to their Rag Bag collection.  The 
support from the village, as well as from the families and friends of the First 
School children, was absolutely amazing and resulted in  677kg of unwanted 
textiles being sent to Rag Bag.  At 50p per kg, the FSA then received a cheque for 
a staggering £338.50.  This money will go towards funding the Year 4 residential 
trip to Grafham Water in September.

The FSA will be doing another collection in October, so please hold onto any 
unwanted materials.  Further details will follow in next month’s Gazette, or for 
more information or to donate now, please call Hayley Parker on 01767 652992.

Summer Fayre

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported the First 
School Summer Fayre.  It was a fabulous day with some fantastic 
arena events, and many stalls and attractions for everyone to enjoy.  Although this 
event is run by the FSA, we could not have done it without the help of the many 
parents, teachers, friends, family and pupils of the First School and the FSA thank 
you all very much for giving up your time.

The day raised over £2,800.00. This money will be used to buy visualizers for each 
of the classrooms, and will also go towards funding the Year 4 residential trip to 
Grafham Water.

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY FIRST SCHOOL
by Hayley Parker

Volunteers needed in Gamlingay

Cambridgeshire Mencap is seeking volunteers to support young people aged between 13- 25 in 
Gamlingay with learning disabilities.

If you would enjoy supporting someone to go swimming, bowling or going to the cinema or walks round 
the village or just watch a DVD in the young person’s home for up to 4 hrs a month then please get in 
touch. Your support could help the young person develop their social skills, interests, independence 
and self confidence, whilst also providing valuable respite time to parents and carers.

If you are interested in this opportunity we will provide you with both support and training which 
includes first aid. Interested? Find out more by contacting Pat Scott, Volunteers Support Coordinator
Phone: 01223 883140
Email: Pat@cambridgemencap.co.uk
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Local band win talent competition

By Phil Hunt

Saturday night saw the volume

reach 11 in Sandy Conservative

Club. Many of the Tories stayed

away as 7 bands battled to win the

trophy that would declare them

‘best young band’.

The competition was staged in

aid of Great Ormond Street

Hospital Charity. Set up began at

around 1 o’clock with the sound and

lights system being carefully tuned

for optimum performance in

support of the Titans of the stage

who would show off their talents in

the following hours.

At 6:30 the Battle began. First

up were Dael Brookes and Will

Golding playing a resonator and

acoustic guitar and enchanting the

growing crowd with their ironic take

on local life. A great performance to

start the show, a difficult task under

any circumstances!

The second band on stage were

The Scene Stealers who had

appeared in last year’s Gamlingay

Records Battle of the Bands. Their

improvement over their last show in

this neck of the woods was obvious.

This is now a serious band with lots

of potential and a great lyrical

quality.

Up third was a solo artist, Sam

Neighbour, who had recently won

the Sandy’s Got Talent competition

with a friend. On his own tonight,

and with tonsillitis, he hushed the

crowd with delightful renditions of

Squeeze, Jimi Hendrix and Beatles

songs, among others.

The 4th band were new to all

the local support. Chasing Outlaws

are a Cambridge outfit who describe

themselves in words and image as a

britpop band. Their tight playing,

tight drumming, close harmonies

and powerful visuals went down

really well. My assumption is we will

see and hear more of them in the

future.

The local young band Flu Jab

followed this. Hampered by a

broken foot, the guitarist Ben

performed sitting down while the

drummer, Ashley ‘Animal’ Smith.

smacked beats out, sometimes

standing or running round the kit

and Bassman Jack drove the music

along.

What a contrast with the 6th

act! A single ukulele and two

beautiful voices transported the

listeners to a more innocent and

dream-like place. The Unknown

Flock are sure to play again, after

this successful first gig. I mentioned

contrast. . .

. . .the final act was a screamo

act from Swavesey called A Day of

Insanity. Without a bass player and

with a male and female vocalist this

act stood in contrast to everything

that had gone before. Loud, brash,

full-on and pumping, they played a

short set which looked like it was

going to end up with all the gear

smashed. Fortunately it was only 1

mic that went the journey!

The judges went to consider

their verdict. In the meantime

further money was raised for Great

Ormond Street through a raffle and

then up and coming siren Alexis

Lloyd enchanted the waiting crowd

with three songs which showed off

her amazing talent.

The results followed. In 3rd

place, Sam Neigbour from Sandy.

Runners up were many people’s

favourites, Chasing Outlaws. The

winners, to much acclaim, were Flu

Jab, who rushed the stage (even with

a broken foot) to collect their

trophy.

Thanks to everyone who

helped, especially Wayne and

Debbie Hipgrave, The Hunts,  Paul

Currell, who MC’d at short notice

and all who loaned equipment or

time. Your efforts are appreciated.

The judges also deserve our thanks.

Alexis, Karl,  Jade, Paul and Adam

and Max from A Thousand Sins,

signed to  Gamlingay Records

(www.GamlingayRecords.org.uk),

whose new album “As Truth

Decays” is due out in September.

Visit their website for further

information -

www.AThousandSins.co.uk.

Watch out for the next annual

Gamlingay Records Battle of the

Bands in the New Year.

Sandy Youth

Battle of the

Bands
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Local Community Record Label
runs Youth Battle of the Bands

Gamlingay Records is a community record label, part of Forward Gamlingay!, a registered

charity, number 1109467. The record label exists to promote, ecducate and develop young

bands local to South Cambridgeshire. It has been in existence since 2007 and can be contacted

through Project Manager Phil Hunt at phil@GamlingayRecords.org.uk, on 07711 771384 or

through the website www.GamlingayRecords.org.uk
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Gamlingay Social 
Club – Waresley 

Road
New Memberships 

available 

Membership to end of year £10 
including £5 of FREE drinks 
vouchers
Come and enjoy the 
entertainment and the facilities 
that the club has to offer :-
Music nights, snooker, darts, 
quiz nights etc

Fun for all the family 

Staying 
independent, 
safe and well in 
Cambridgeshire
Information about adult social care 
in Cambridgeshire is now available 
on a new, easy-to-navigate website, 
developed by the County Council, 
called ‘Your Life, Your Choice’. 

The aim is to ensure that everyone in 
Cambridgeshire who is: looking for 
information about adult social care; 
already receiving support; or caring for 
a friend or family member; has access 
to information at a time and in a format 
that suits them. In addition to the 
website a set of Your Life, Your Choice 
branded leaflets, providing information 
about adult social care in the county, 
will be available from libraries. Access 
to the Your Life, Your Choice website 
is also available in libraries together 
with help on hand for anyone requiring 
assistance with sourcing information.

For more information, look out for 
the Your Life, Your Choice logo in 
libraries and CAB AdviceHubs or 
access information and advice directly 
at www.yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk.



Meeting June 2011
 by Gill Spaul

Going, Going, Gone, 
was the title of a talk 
given by Mr. Alan 
Porter, retired auctioneer, who began 
his career in the Biggleswade area, 
as an apprentice within his father’s 
business, inl963. Mr. Porter captured 
his audience with a peep into the 
fascinating world of auctioneering, 
described as “a public sale at which 
goods are sold”. Just about anything 
and everything can be sold in this way, 
from poultry to pillows, property to 
pigs. The actual point of sale is when 
the ‘gavel’ (hammer/pen) drops and 
the ‘lot’ (item) is ‘knocked down’ 
(sold). A good auction tip was not to 
sneeze/cough/blink, or one may just go 
home with a dozen sheep! Hints that 
Mr. Porter had several other interesting 
strings to his bow may lead to a revisit: 
- a ‘lot’ to think about.

Gamlingay Villagers 
Fund New Bible 

Translation
by Roy Giddings, Gamlingay Baptist 

Church

Well, not entirely - but let me explain!. 
In Medieval times and for several 
centuries following, Gamlingay was 
largely owned and controlled by the 
landlords of three local manors. One of 
these was Merton Manor - one of many 
estates in England owned by Merton 
College in the University of Oxford. 
(Merton College still owns land in the 
village today). These estates were let 
to tenant farmers, their rents providing 
income for the college. Regular visits 
to each estate were made by officers 
from the college. Annual Manorial 
Courts were held at which complaints 
were heard about and judgement passed 
on tenants accused of breaching the 
terms of their tenancy. Fines imposed 
on guilty tenants further swelled the 
college coffers!. Manorial Court Rolls 
exist for 1611 – and other years - as 
detailed in James Brown’s excellent 
new history of Gamlingay, ‘Villagers’. 
But 1611 is particularly significant. 
It was in that very year - exactly 
400 years ago - that the so-called 
‘Authorised’ or ‘King James’ version 
of the Bible was first published. But 
what, you may ask, has that to do with 

Gamlingay?.
To answer that question we must go 
back to 1604. In that year. King James 
I of England convened a gathering of 
leading churchmen at Hampton Court. 
One result was the charge to produce 
a new and as the king saw it, non-
sectarian or unbiased translation of the 
Bible which could be used in all the 
churches throughout his kingdom. A 
letter sealed by the king on 22nd July 
1604 states that ‘we have appointed 
certain learned men’ to undertake 
this task - some 50 in all. They were 
divided into six ‘teams’ - two in 
Oxford, two in Cambridge and two in 
Westminster. 
One of the learned men in the 
second Oxford team - responsible for 
translating the Gospels, the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Book of Revelation 
- was Sir Henry Savile. But whilst 
keen to promote this work, the king’s 
patronage did not extend to any 
financial encouragement. Like all the 
other appointed translators. Sir Henry 
had to fund his labours from his private 
means. For some scholars this meant 
real hardship over several years. But Sir 
Henry was reasonably well endowed. 
Among other offices, he was Warden 
of Merton College and so much of his 
income came from the College - and 
some of the College’s income came 
from the tenant farmers of Gamlingay! 
So we may say that Gamlingay 
villagers - in some small way - helped 
to fund a new translation of the Bible!
The influence of the King James 
Bible in standardising the English 
language is well documented and 
widely accepted by English scholars 
today. Even in 2011, far more phrases 
in everyday use have their origins 
in the King James Bible than most 
people realise - but that’s another story. 
This Bible’s far more wide-reaching, 
profound and even seismic influence 
on social, political, legal and religious 
institutions throughout the English-
speaking world is clearly set out in 
Melvyn Bragg’s recent volume, ‘The 
Book of Books’, which is well worth 
reading. But better still, why not read 
the real ‘Book of Books’, ‘The Bible’ 
itself- in a modem translation, perhaps 
- and find out for yourself why these 
things should be so?. And as you do, 
remember that, albeit in small measure, 
Gamlingay played a part in all this!.



GOING TO THE (RELOCATED) DENTISTS
‘Twas not a good start, going through the wrong door,
To arrive at an office on the next floor.
Then, trepidation, as I climb the stairs,
Into a room with rows of blue chairs,
With covers, removable (doubtless to wash),
Which goes no way in aiding my jitters to quash.
The carpet, a mixture of colours that shout,
“I can hide blood, sweat and tears, there’s no doubt”.
In the corner, a toy box, with comforting books,
I’ll sit very close, and hope nobody looks.
But, in case I am tempted to drift off to sleep,
I hear zizzes, and buzzes and things that go ‘beep’.
Especially a sound that causes a gasp,
Like the filing of metal with metallic rasp!
The dentist’s assistant looks terribly bored,
I might offer to swap, but may just be ignored.
The patterns of wood-grain on all of the doors
Look like nostrils, and tonsils, and gaping-wide jaws;
A cross between ghostly, nightmarish dream
And Edvard Munch’s painting, ‘The Scream’.
Two signs which do nothing to ease agitation -
‘First Aid at Reception’ and ‘Danger Radiation’!
And, leaning at an awkward slant, a dehydrated money plant.
The call of ‘next please’ sends a chill, as in I go - for good or (dr)ill.
Sunglasses donned, my terror to hide; assume the position and now, “open wide”.
Injection complete, without even a slip, then AWOL goes my upper lip,
But - not before - and this is mean - the painful process called a ‘clean’.
Apparently, three teeth need filling, a job involving a great deal of drilling.
By now I’m tense, and extremely prone to reaching past my comfort zone.
It takes a huge great bite of will, to think beyond that power drill.
My mouth full of metal clamps, fitting so tight,
The dentist peers down and says, “Are you alright?”
I scarcely dare nod, so blink him a “yes”; if he understood that, is anyone’s guess.
Assistant then prompts me to “Rinse and spit,
In the bowl, please, there - not there! - That’s it.”
The glamorous sunglasses must be returned,
(I thought them a ‘free-bee’ I’d painfully earned!)
A fresh, minty grin, from ear to ear
Beams “I’ll not be returning - at least, for a year”.

P.S. Can I have my lollipop now please?

Gill Spaul
Gamlingay 27.06.2011



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

September 12th
Jim Empson, Gamlingay 

remembered

All welcome

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.

ik.org

Sports Day
Our annual Sports Day was held this year on Sunday 10th July 2011 at Gamlingay 
Village College. It was a very successful and enjoyable day. The children did really 
well in their running and activity races with many family members and friends 
cheering on from the side! After the races all children claimed their certificates for 
taking part. There were refreshments served, a BBQ, raffle, bouncy castle, face 
painting and more. We would like to thank GVC for providing the ideal venue, and 
to all those local companies who donated raffle prizes.

Trips
Towards the end of the summer term we organised two trips out for all those 
children leaving us for school. The trip to Gamlingay Fire Station was both fun 
and informative, and wet! Thank you to the fire fighters who showed the children 
around their station. There was also a trip to Shepreth Wildlife Park on the last day 
of term which was a great way for the children and staff to have fun as a group for 
the last time. It is always sad to say goodbye to the children leaving us but we wish 
them all the best with all the exciting times at school that lay ahead.

Dates for the Diary
The annual Ladies Pamper and Shopping Evening will take place on Friday 18th 
November 2011 at Gamlingay Village College at 7.30pm. Keep a look out for more 
details closer to the time.
There will be a Halloween Disco for children aged 6-9 on Friday 21st October from 
6–7.30pm and separately for children under 6 on Sunday 30th October at 2-4pm, 
both to be held at the WI Hall. More information will be available on our website.

Places available
We still have some places available for new children to start with us this term, so 
if you would like more information please contact Ann on the contact details given 
above.

Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
On Wednesday 29th June 2011 Sunshine Pre-school held an EGM. The purpose 
of the EGM was to ask its members to vote upon the matter of future premises of 
the Pre-school. Pre-school members were asked to vote for either Option A - to 
continue to operate from the WI Hall or Option B - to re-locate and operate from 
the Eco Hub Kingspan Hall. Members voted in favour of Option A and therefore 
Sunshine Pre-school will continue to operate from the WI Hall for the foreseeable 
future. There are more details of the voting on our website.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 24

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.

ik.org

Would you like to have a stall at this year’s

LADIES
PAMPER & SHOPPING EVENING

???
to be held on

Friday 18th November 2011
at Gamlingay Village College

Stalls invited include anything from craft, gifts, jewellery, beauty/
therapists, clairvoyants and much more.

Christmas themed stalls are also welcome.

A small fee will be charged per stall and 100% of takings will be 
kept by the stall holder.

For more information and to reserve a stall 
please email Hayley at

sunshinepamper@yahoo.co.uk

This event is organised by Sunshine Pre-school www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Waterbeach Barracks
The recent announcement of the 
closure of Waterbeach Barracks 
and - in the same sentence – the 
Government’s ambition to redevelop the 
site for housing has caused widespread 
consternation. Obviously the loss 
of an important national facility not 
to mention the impact on local jobs, 
businesses and the community are bad 
enough. From a Council point of view 
this announcement has singlehandedly 
dealt Northstowe a deathblow, or at 
least mortally wounded it. Readers 
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may recall the extended and complex 
difficulties Northstowe is already 
laboring under. What serious developer 
is going to take it forward given the 
emergence of a competing new town 
closer to Cambridge at Waterbeach?
In addition it is surely up to South 
Cambridgeshire citizens and 
Councillors to decide where to build 
and how to plan for new housing 
development in this area, not for 
the Government to simply impose it 
from above – a principle that we had 
all been lead to believe this current 
Government had abandoned until this 
announcement. Needless to say there 
is still no resolution to the A14 issue 
– without which both Northstowe and 
Waterbeach are frankly ludicrous 
propositions.

South Cambs & Cambridge City 
Boundary Review

We are delighted that this bit of 
nonsense has been kicked into touch 
partly because of the Boundary 
Commission’s inflated and totally 
unwanted plans for the area. The 
assumption that Cambridge City 
Council would do a better job for 
residents of new developments than 
South Cambs could was always bound 
to annoy. The best solution (and one 
we fought hard and successfully 
for at Orchard Park) is to parish 
new communities and let them run 
themselves and we hope very much this 
is what will happen. 

Buses: Stay of Execution
The County Council’s decision last 
February to cut 100% of its bus 
subsidies has been challenged with 
an application for Judicial Review, on 
grounds of flawed consultation and 
equalities obligations.  In response, 
the council has announced that it will 
review its budget decision.  A motion 
to July’s County Council meeting 
proposed that this review encompass 
all subsidy withdrawals including 
those already implemented and the 
council administration now confirms 
that this will happen.  Hopefully 
the new ‘review’ will mean that 
those residents who are less mobile 
and lack independent transport will 
be meaningfully consulted. The 
consultation will run from September 
to November. Users of the 75, C2, 
118 and other services within the 
Gamlingay division – PLEASE respond 
to this review if you get a chance. 

Gamlingay Multi-Use Games Area
It was great to finally have agreement 
from South Cambs DC’s Cabinet to 
release the last pot of money for the 
building of the Multi-Use Games Area 
(MUGA) at the Village College – after 
a number of years of fighting to save 
it on an annual basis (it felt like) as 
“reviews” came and went. Alongside 
the redeveloped expanded Fitness Suite 
at the College (open to all so pop along 
if you haven’t seen it yet) it means more 
facilities in the Parish for young old and 
in-between! 
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Coping with Loneliness
 COPE is an independent self-help 
group which represents and speaks 
up on issues affecting the over 50s in 
Cambridgeshire. To alleviate loneliness 
members organize events and trips 
in the five districts.  COPE will be 
celebrating International Day for Older 
People with a barbeque and live music 
on October 1st. Membership is free. 
For more information please contact 
David Hart on 01954 260204, or 
for a membership form contact 
the COPE Secretary at 40 Stretten 
Avenue, Cambridge CB4 3EP.  If 
you would like a speaker to inform 
your group or club about what COPE 
does please telephone: 01223-364303. 
cambridgecope@hotmail.co.uk or 
www.cambridgecope50.org.

Gamlingay Fire Station
There has been considerable disquiet 
recently about the potential for 
Gamlingay Fire Station to be closed 
– every Parish in the Division (and 
more…) benefits from Gamlingay Fire 
Station and the 100% coverage that the 
crews there offer. Following discussions 
with the Chief Fire Officer we are 
happy to report that it is extremely 
unlikely that the Station would be 
closed so it’s business as usual. 

Small Parishes & Highway Costs 
Under the County Council’s policy 
of ‘localism’, parish councils are 
expected to make a significant financial 

contribution toward ‘small’ highways 
measures, for example gates at the 
entrances to a village which signifies 
a reduction in speed limit.  For small 
parishes like Hatley or Little Gransden, 
which raise smaller precepts than large 
villages, this presents considerable 
difficulties.  The County’s cabinet is 
being pursued on the matter; the initial 
response was that small parishes could 
be allowed to make staged payments 
over time, but this disregards the fact 
that all parishes are being shouldered 
with an increasing multitude of costs 
and responsibilities.  Further questions 
are being asked at the County Council 
and we are hoping for a reasonable 
solution.

Police Matters
We have been advised of a recent 
postal scam which has come from the 
Beds area originally but has now been 
reported in Gamlingay whereby parcels 
are being delivered to residents with the 
label showing the correct address but an 
unknown name. The person receiving 
the parcel has been asked to sign for it 
and in many cases has done so. Soon 
after delivery, usually the following day 
a women visits the address saying she 
believes a parcel intended for her has 
been delivered there by mistake. The 
women takes the parcel and is not seen 
again. 
 
A few days later the innocent occupants 
at the address start to receive paperwork 
and payment demands for the parcel. 
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The woman is described as mixed race, 
in her 20’s, large build, 5’’5 and has sig-
nificant red hair. If you see this person, 
are affected by this scam or have any 
information regarding it, please call the 
Police on 0345 456 456 4.

Gamlingay Panel Priorities
From the recent panel meeting held 
in July the priority for the next 
three months is to target road safety 
issues across the Neighbourhood, 
with particular attention to speeding 
(People’s Priority), and address the 
Anti-Social use of vehicles including 
parking. 
 
The strength of feeling from the 
residents at the panel meeting and 
the current reassuringly low level of 
recorded crime, was enough to make 
this a sole priority again, with an added 
element with regards to the anti-social 
use of vehicles. 

Waresley Road Crossing
Residents and especially parents were 
cross to see the end of the Lollipop 
Patrol on Waresley Rd. County officers 
were duly badgered about the issue 
and finally a definitive response has 
been sent to the schools. Sadly the 
County does not agree with the local 
view that a crossing is necessary. 
They write “Traffic flows, and child 
pedestrian movements, 50 metres 
either side of the vacant patrol site were 
measured. The results show that the 
busiest period was between the hours 
of 08.30 and 09.00. During this period 
22 accompanied primary age children 
and 7 unaccompanied children crossed 
the road. Additionally 4 secondary age 
children crossed the road. During the 
same period the vehicle flow was 173.” 
There then follows a serious of bonkers 
calculations the end result of which is 
that this site only gets to 28% of what 
it would need to be reinstated as a 
monitored crossing. Very annoying but 
the County position is that money is 
better spent elsewhere.  

Green Energy
Bridget recently proposed a cross-party 
motion to South Cambs asking the 
Council to review how we approach 
installation of PV and solar thermal 
panels on listed buildings; and we’re 
glad to say that everyone agreed this 
was a good idea as many homeowners 
in South Cambs are anxious to do their 

bit for the planet…further news on this 
in the forthcoming months. Bridget also 
recently attended the inaugural meeting 
of the Cambridgeshire Renewables 
Infrastructure Plan.  A report was 
presented from E-ON predicting rolling 
blackouts by 2019 unless we, as a 
country, take drastic action to reduce 
our reliance on fossil fuels and increase 
our uptake of renewable energy.  The 
emphasis of the CRIP is on community, 
commercial and households generating 
power from renewable sources such as 
wind and sun.

Flies in Gamlingay
We have received a number of reports 
about an increase in the number of 
flies in houses during the past month.  
Because of the problem last year with 
flies emanating from the Station Rd 
chicken farm Environmental Health 
have carried out an inspection; 
and reports that any flies are NOT 
originating from the chicken farm and 
that the farm is fly free.

Grass cutting at Green Acres
A couple of residents have asked about 
the grass cutting on the Greenacres 
estate.  The landowners ( Wales Group) 
have been contacted and by the time 
you read this everything should be in 
hand. Grass cutting on Greenacres is 
NOT the responsibility of the Parish 
Council!

Change of use from commercial to 
domestic use

The government is consulting on a 
proposal to allow people to convert B1 
commercial units to housing without 
planning permission.  We have opposed 
this for a number of reasons but mostly 
because although there may be a lot of 
redundant commercial units in an urban 
area there is never enough in a rural 
area such as South Cambridgeshire.  
We need to be doing everything we can 
to encourage business and industry in 
our communities  and if we allow all 
the business space to become housing 
we will end up with fewer jobs and 
more people having to commute to 
work.

Acoustic Nights at the Crown and 
Cushion

Gamlingay Records are running very 
successful acoustic nights in Great 

Gransden, on the first Wednesday of 
each month.  There are all sorts of 
people playing all sorts of music and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
instrument along and join in . 

Access to care homes
Bridget has had a query recently about 
whether residents of Gamlingay can 
access residential care in Bedfordshire 
and specifically at Potton House in 
Biggleswade.  Apparently some people 
are being told that this is not the case 
and that their elderly relatives may 
be placed as far away as Fulbourn.  
Assurance has been given that 
Gamlingay people can be resident in 
Bedfordshire care homes.

Bulk Oil Purchases
Those residents who have no choice 
but oil for energy have been having a 
scary (and ruinous) time of it recently. 
A number of Parishes (Barton, Coton, 
Fowlmere, Meldreth) are signed up to 
bulk oil purchases via Agricole which 
you can see at www.heating-oil-prices.
co.uk Agricole negotiates lower prices 
(because buying in bulk) and makes a 
contribution to the Parish Council for 
every customer every year. Because so 
many people use it the price difference 
per litre can be substantial. There are 
also several different ways of buying 
so you can choose the scheme that best 
suits you – well worth a look.   

Casework
Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!   



Gamlingay Gardening 
Club Summer visit 2011

by Molly Brown

Our summer outing this year was to 
the RHS garden, Hyde Hall. This had 
changed a great deal since my last visit. 
The garden is on top of a hill and the 
car park used to be at the top. Now the 
car park, plus a new visitors centre 
containing shop, plant centre, and café 
is at the bottom. I was not thrilled when 
a member of staff announced it was a 
ten minute walk to the garden, uphill 
of course. Luckily they run a shuttle 
service of mobility vehicles so I did not 
have to make the effort.
We began our tour with the dry garden, 
which used to be my favourite, but 
unfortunately it has been allowed 
to become overgrown, especially 
with large yellow Verbascums. The 
magnificent rocks, which to me were 

one of its main beauties, can hardly be 
seen. After this disappointment I am 
glad to say, the rest of the garden lived 
up to expectations.
The herbaceous borders were vibrant 
with colour. Bright pink spires of  
Lythrum Feuerherze stood out above 
mauvy blue Adenophora and cream 
Anthemis Sauce Hollandaise. Large 
clumps of Hemerocallis, or Day Lily 
were everywhere in shades of red, 
orange and yellow. The one I really 
coveted was Serena Sunburst, which 
was an apricot colour with frilled 
petals. Large plants of Veronicastum 
Fascination, with its purple spikes, 
another plant on my wish list, were 
scattered around. The delicate, airy 
white flowers of Anthericum Ramosum 
made a pleasing contrast to all the 
bright colours around it.
The rose garden was at its best and the 
beds were full of all colours and types 
which smelt wonderful. In front of the 

original farmhouse is a large pond, 
covered with water lilies, and with 
a large stand of the blue Pondeteria 
Cordata or Pickerel Weed at one end. 
One of the raised beds was almost full 
of the brilliant blue Erynguim Bourgatti 
Pecos Amethyst, yet another one for the 
wish list.
The Robinson Garden, which is in a 
dip, has a dry stone wall round one 
side and several good specimens of 
Clematis Rehderiana, with its pale 
yellow cowslip scented flowers, were 
climbing over it. Judging by the plants 
growing in it, this garden has moisture 
retentive soil. One of the main plantings 
was of  Primula Florindae, both the 
yellow specie and the cultivar, Rays 
Ruby. From its name one would think 
this should be red but it is actually a 
rather nice orange shade. Thalictrum 
Delavayi also grows very well here. 
Bordering the path leading out of the 
garden were several large Kitaibelas, 
they looked great but I could not help 
feeling thankful they do not grow to 
that size in my garden.
In the Queen Mother’s Garden we 
spotted a plant none of had seen before, 
a gorgeous Echinacea with down 
curving pale pink petals. Unfortunately 
it was in the middle of a large group of 
plants and there was no hope of finding 
an identifying label. At the plant centre 
we asked a member of staff but she 
did not know. Later, my  friend , who 
is an RHS member e-mailed them and 
they identified it as Echinacea Pallida, 
which I hope will soon be appearing in 
a garden near you.
In conclusion, Hyde Hall is a wonderful 
garden and we had a great day.



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Thursday, 15th September
Wednesday, 12th October

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 7th September Rod Leeds on bulbs through the year

Wednesday, 5th October Dr Andrew Ward on fabulous foliage

History Society

Monday, 12th September Jim Empson, Gamlingay remembered

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 20th September Major Michael Thorpe on A debt of honour (Gurkha welfare trust)

Tuesday, 18th October Harvest supper

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 20th September 2011

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 5th September Copy deadline for October edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Ukulele groups fortnightly beginners groups Liz Parry 01767 651113

Mondays and Thursdays Mon 4:45-6:00, Thurs 1:45-3:00



Other winter migrants that we should 
see at The Lodge are finches, such  as 
siskins and redpolls. Last year was a 
particuarly good one for redpolls and 
at times over 300 of these birds could 
be seen, with the feeders down at the 
hide being a really good spot to observe 
them. We may be fortunate enough to 
experience a good Waxwing winter 
again. There were good numbers of 
them across the country last year and 
we had many days when they dropped 
in to feed on the site. With their pink 
plumage and jaunty crest, they are a hit 
with everyone!

The Lodge reserve is open every day 
of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everone to enjoy and there are plenty 
of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open every 
day and has everything for people who 
love nature. 

Mystery and History of the Hillfort
Sun Sept 4        11am-1pm
Discover the mysteries of the Iron age 
Hillfort with English Heritage expert 
Dr.David McComish. Find out about 
the people who lived here over 2000 
years ago and what we have learnt 
about this important site.
Cost; adults £4,RSPB members £3 
children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers 
£2

Autumn Herbalist’s walk
Sun 18 Sept   2pm – 4pm
Discover the many medicinal uses of 
plants. Medicinal herbalist Julie Dore 
returns with her very popular walk, 
showing us how leaves, roots and 
berries can be used to treat anything 
from colds to constipation!
Booking Essential.
Cost; adults £5, RSPB members £4, 
children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers 
£2

Anonymous Letters

The Gazette has received a letter 
signed simply ‘A Resident’ that we 
would have been happy to publish had 
a name been supplied. Our general 
policy (in common with most other 
publications) is that we do not publish 
anonymous contributions. However, 
there may sometimes be good reason 
for withholding names from publication 
and we can consider these.

News from the

The Lodge nature reserve 
 by Mark Brandon

I hope you have all enjoyed your 
summer holidays. It has been as busy 
as usual here at The Lodge, with lots 
happening on the reserve.We ran a 
special Bio-Blitz day, where experts 
on all fields of the natural world spent 
a day checking all manner of species, 
from bugs and birds to lichens and 
plants. This will give us a picture of 
the varied and wonderful flaura and 
fauna that we have here, some of it 
never discovered or recorded before.
Some of these plants may feature on 
our herbalist walk which takes place 
this month. Many can be used for all 
types of treatments and cures. My 
partner swears by the elderberry recipe 
to ward off colds that she was given on 
a previous walk!

          Our childrens’ events were as 
popular as ever, with many families 
heading out with us to delve around, 
searching for the bugs on our mini-
beast safaris. We’ve had bat and 
moth nights, the Time Explorers 
history weekend and the Pantaloon’s 
performing The Canterbury tales on 
the Lodge lawns.We still managed to fit 
in a few days to go out and about. We 
attended Woburn garden show and the 
Wild Stevenage event, where we met 
the public to talk about the RSPB and 
The Lodge.

Back to the wildlife-the breeding 
season for most of the birds finished 
earlier than normal, with many species 
taking advantage of the warm, dry 
spring to raise their young.Some of the 
woodpeckers had left the nests by the 
end of May; we would normally see 
them feeding young well into June. We 
were lucky enought to have a pair of 
spotted flycatchers breeding close to the 
Gatehouse again, giving many visitors 
excellent veiws of these smart summer 
birds.

This month we’ll be looking out for the 
first fieldfares and redwings arriving 
back from Scandinavia and the north. 
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by Marigold, Primrose and Buttercup 
On Saturday 11th October 1st Gamlingay Rainbows joined other Rainbows from all over the county at 
Ramsey Rural Museum for a fun day out.

We all had to get up very early (for a 
Saturday ) to meet our coach and Pat its 
driver at the Community Centre.

 I think that the Rainbows were more 
awake than its three adult leaders but 
would we get a chance to snooze on the 
bus???  At 09.00 hrs we pulled out of 
the car park waving to Mums and Dads 
to make our way to Ramsey - well you 
can forget the snoozing on the coach the 
back row were particularly fond of the 
wheels on the bus and also the familar 
echos to many parents “are we there 
yet?.

Arriving at the Rural Museum we 
booked in and then were give name 

badges to wear. After a drink we set off to explore the museum and the exhibits.  We visited an old 
fashioned chemist shop and great fun was had with the ear trumpet. Next door was a cobblers. The lady at 
the museum told us that everything in the shop was genuine as it was donated by a cobbler who had long 
since retired, complete with all the shoes that had been taken in for repair and not collected.

We also visited the pump room and saw the many 
forms of pumps which were used to keep the water 
out of the fens.  There was also an old fashioned 
caravan which seemed very small compared to 
the ones which many of the Rainbows had taken 
holidays in, but it was beautifully restored and you 
could imagine that the family were just out collecting 
blackberries from near-by bushes.

The Victorian school room was a particular favourite 
of the Rainbows, complete with a stern looking 
teacher and those little bottles of milk that you used to 
get when you were young - I can remember this from

continued on page �
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Golden Summer An inside look at 
The Lodge and gardens
Sun 25 Sept 10am – 4pm.
To celebrate our 50th anniversary, 
RSPB members are invited for a special 
day to take a rare peek inside The 
Lodge house, with a walk around the 
surrounding formal gardens. Local 
historians Derek Niemann and Barry 
Groom will be giving tours around the 
old mansion, now the RSPB’s working 
Headquarters and we’ll have experts 
on hand to show the special trees and 
plants that fill the organic gardens.
RSPB members only ;Cost RSPB 
member £4, children £3, under 12’s 
free.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Chair:

M Astor
Clerk: Leanne Bacon 650 379
parish-clerk@hatley.info

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 0450 500

Gamlingay Residents Ass Bridget Mappley 650584

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt Chair) 07510 278 330
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Gransden 
Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts Thursday Brandon Booth  07812 049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com

Pathfinder Scouts Friday Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Howard



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


